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BEACH AND GOLF RESORT



So you’re looking for a golf getaway, desire a resort that is glamorous 
and yet friendly, and you feel like staying here in the U.S. rather that jetting 
to some overseas destination? You couldn’t do better than La Playa Beach 
and Golf Resort in Naples, Florida.

    Here, on the warm, sunny shores of Florida’s west coast, you’ll !nd a 
resort with everything you could wish for in a getaway. It’s located in a 
bene!cent climate that will lovingly soothe you with balmy breezes and 
sunshine kisses. And the sta" is so friendly and personable, so attentive and 
devoted that you’ll appreciate the way they pamper and cater to you and still 
make you feel right at home.

    La Playa Beach and Golf Resort is located just two hours from the hustle 
and bustle of Miami yet there is enough to do at the resort and in the city of 
Naples itself that you could spend a week there without a hint of restlessness 
or boredom. #e resort is equally suited to a romantic getaway or a family 
vacation. (#ey’re ready to handle your every need for corporate functions 
and for weddings, as well.) It’s one of those multi-faceted destinations that 
o"ers something for many di"erent tastes.

    Above all, of course, it o"ers golf, but La Playa Beach and Golf Resort 
also o"ers a pristine, bright-sanded beach, the turquoise waters of the Gulf 
of Mexico, luxurious accommodations, and divine food.

    

For a look at the golf, which is surely of interest to all you gol!ng fanatics, 
please refer to page 88. You don’t want to miss your chance to play this 
marvelous 18-hole links course!

    In between gol!ng, swimming in the pool, lounging on the beach, and 
frolicking in the surf, be sure to save some time for the resort’s spa and 
!tness center.

Many of the luxe yet comfortable guest rooms o"er ocean views out beyond 
the balcony. Sit on your terrace and sip a cocktail as you watch the gentle 
surf roll in below. Rooms are also available with views of Vanderbilt Bay or 
the resort’s sparkling pool.
    
You may also choose Beachfront Premium or Beach House Lanai 
accommodations. #e Lanai rooms, all beachfront and all ground $oor, 
o"er a sumptuous 450 square feet of space and a private terrace just steps 
from the water. #e king-and queen-size four-poster beds are graced with 
pillow-top mattresses and goose down pillows. Premium rooms are located 
in the Gulf Tower and feature a whirlpool tub, pillow-top king or queen 
beds, original artwork gracing the walls, and furnished private balconies 
with sunset views. #e theme and feel of the décor are tropical, to match 
the Florida setting.



  No wonder that so many of the resort’s guests return year after year.

    And if the beach, the pool, and that marvelous golf course aren’t enough 
to keep you well entertained, you can always take a trip into the city of 
Naples. Naples is known for its world-class shopping and its many dining 
venues that range from adventuresome to deluxe. Should you prefer your 
vacation experience to be more on the wild side than the mild side, keep 
in mind that Naples is the gateway to the Everglades, that undisturbed 
patch of Floridiana where alligators abound, where the rest of the wildlife 
is similarly in its natural habitat, not behind zoo bars, where the living 
swamp is alive with all sorts of $ora and fauna, and where every minute is 
an adventure whose outcome is unpredictable.

You can navigate the Everglades by airboat, swamp buggy, or jet pack, or 
you can take a nature hike.

  If that’s just a tad too challenging for your taste, Naples is renowned for 
its !shing, for the gentleness of its beaches’ surf, and for its premier-class 
zoo. You can rent a kayak or simply visit a site where you can view some 
manatees, those cute-ugly critters sometimes called sea cows.

    

If you don’t feel like going into Naples but would rather stick close to the 
resort, not to worry about missing out on all those great Naples restaurants. 
A marvelous meal awaits you at Baleen, the on-site restaurant (please see 
sidebar) at the resort. #ere’s also a tiki bar for your pleasure, and of course, 
if you prefer, there’s in-room dining for your convenience.

    And the next day you can wake up and do it all again!

For More information and reservations: 
www.laplayaresort.com 



BALEEN
WHERE CUISINE IS AN ART AND FINE DINING IS A PLEASURE

#ere’s a reason why La Playa made the Condé Nast Traveler coveted Gold List and 
the Great Hotels ranking of Travel + Leisure. Well, actually there are three reasons: the 
service, and the atmosphere, but above all, the food. You may choose to dine indoors 
or avail yourself of a terrace table overlooking the water.

    Baleen serves breakfast, lunch, late lunch, and dinner, with a palate-pleasing 
menu that is sure to tempt even the most !nicky. Local shell!sh and other seafood 
predominates, but there are other options as well. Try the Black & Blue !rst course, 
with blackened gulf shrimp, bleu cheese dressing, and bacon, accompanied by tomato 
and a baby iceberg wedge, or attempt to restrain yourself as you consume the divine 
lobster bisque.

    For your main course, how can you make up your mind between broiled Florida 
lobster risotto with corn, apples, and black tru%es, or the pork chop with smoked 
plantain, mofongo, and frisée, or the chef ’s signature paella for two, with chicken, 
seafood, chorizo, sa"ron, and Valencia rice, or one of the several steak o"erings? Not 
that those are all of your choices, either!

    #e chef is surely creative. Baleen’s potato purée is infused with horseradish, and 
even their mac ’n’ cheese features lobster in a starring role.

 

 

Be sure to save room for dessert! Try a mango, lime, or passion fruit $an, or a peanut 
and chocolate crunch (with banana). And, if you’re a cigar a!cionado, there is even a 
cigar menu for your after-dinner pleasure!  

    If that’s what your dinner is like, what must breakfast at Baleen be like? Well, you 
can start out your day with fruit—if you choose the grapefruit, you’ll !nd it’s served 
with the decadence of rum and brown sugar! If you go for the smoked salmon on a 
toasted bagel, you’ll !nd it arrives with tomatoes, onions, capers, and cream cheese. 
#e wa%es are vanilla-scented; the roasted eggs with sweet shrimp are served with a 
vine-ripe tomato and the tomato’s favorite partner, basil. #ere is Baleen’s own version 
of steak and eggs, or a variety of versions of eggs Benedict. Try the omelette—regular, 
organic, or white-only—with your choice of such enhancements as tomato, spinach, 
mushroom, scallion, bell pepper, apple smoked bacon, diced ham, turkey sausage, 
cheddar, swiss, fresh mozzarella, goat cheese, smoked salmon, or lump crab. #at’s 
not the entire breakfast menu by any means, either. #ere are cereals, pastries, and 
hotcakes…oh, my. And more!

    #e lunch and late-lunch menus are similarly creative, as is the presentation.
    Bring your appetite and your appreciation of !ne dining when you enjoy—and 
“enjoy” is the key operative word—a !ne meal at Ballen’s.


